


Confession of Sins: Where God Cleanses Us in Christ

The call for confession from God’s Word

“"Now, therefore," says Jehovah, "Turn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning." So rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to Jehovah your God, For He is gracious
and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm.” Joel 2:12,13

God’s People Join in a Hymn of Confession: [congregation standing]
Lo How a Rose Ever Blooming
ES IST EIN ROS ENTSPRUNGEN (7 6.7 6. 67 6) German, 15th century
German melady, 15th century st. 1-2 tr. Theodore Baker, 1894
arr. Michael Praetorius, Musae Sionae, 1609 st. 3 tr. Harriet R. Spaeth, 1875
st. 5 tr. John C. Mattes, 1914
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1. Lo, how a Rose e'er bloom-ing From ten-der  stem hath sprung!
2.1 - sa - iah ’twas fore-told i, The Rose I have in  mind;
3. The shep - berds heard the sto - vy  Pro-claimedby an - gels bright,
4. This Flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der With sweetness fills the air,
5. O Sav - ior, child of Mar-y, Who felt our bu - man woe;
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Of  Jes-se’s lin - eage com-ing, As men of
With Mar - y we  be - hold it, The wvir-gin moth - er  kind.
How Christ, the Lord of glo - ry Was bom on earth this  night.

Dis - pels with glo - rious splen-dor The dark-ness ev - ’ry - where;
(@) Sav - jor, King of glo - ry, Who dost our weak - ness know,
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To show God’s love a - rght, She bore 0 men a
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True Man, yet ver - y God, From sin  and death He
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Silent Confession

“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” 1 Timothy 1:15

Corporate Praver of Confession

“Then those of Israelite lineage separated themselves from all foreigners;

and they stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers.” Nehemiah 9:2
Almighty God our heavenly Father. You are completely holy and just in all
Your ways. In Your love You have given us every good gift, most of all the
Gift of your Son Jesus. Yet we are often unthankful, and fail to love You
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. In the same way, we take one
another for granted, we become unthankful for the people you have
lovingly brought into our lives, and we grumble and dispute, thus failing to
love one another as we ought. Forgive us our sins, we beseech You, and
cleanse us, for the sake of Jesus whom You sent to be our Savior and Lord.
Make us a thankful people, now and throughout our lives. We ask this
through the merits of our Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN!

Assurance of Pardon and Forgiveness From Matthew 1:20-23; 18:11

“But while Joseph thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and
you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." So all this was
done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying:
"Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us."

[and Jesus said] “For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.”

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for your sins and to be
raised for your justification; and for His sake forgives you all your sins.

This I declare in the name and authority of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit. AMEN



God’s People Sing a Hymn of Thanks:

What Child is This?

“And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.

[congregation standing]

Now when ihey had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning lhis Child.

And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were

GREENSLEEVES (87.87.68.67)
English melody, 16th century

told them by the shepherds.” Luke 2:16-18

Traditional English carol, before 1642
adapted by William Chatterton Dix, c. 1865
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2. Why lies He in
3. So

such mean es - tate, Where ox
bring Him in - cense, gold and myrrh; Come, peas - ant, king,
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet, While shep - herds watch are keep - ing?
The

si - lent Word 1s plead - ing.

The King of kings sal - va - tion brings, Let  lov - ing hearts en-throne Him.
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Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mar - y!
Hail, hail  the Word made flesh, The Babe, the Son of Mar - y!
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The Babe, the Son of Mar - y!
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Consecration: Where Cod Equips & Puepares Fis Peaple
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to

God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” Romans 12:1,2

THE LORD CONSECRATES US BY HIS WORD:
The Responsive Reading of Luke 1:26-38

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary.

28 And having come in, the angel said to her, ""Rejoice, highly favored one,
the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!"

29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what
manner of greeting this was.

30 Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring
forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of
His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and
of His kingdom there will be no end."

34 Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?"

35 And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore,
also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.

36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age,
and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. 37 For with God
nothing will be impossible."

38 Then Mary said, ""Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me

according to your word." And the angel departed from her.



God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Faith:

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks

“Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.”  Luke 2:8
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God Speaks to Us Throggh His Word: Scripture, Prayer for lllumination, and Sermon

“Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O Lord, And teach out of Your law.” Psalm 94:12

“The Coming King as Conqueror”

From Elder Theron Johnson. based om Rev. 6:5-6; Liudke 1:32-33: dets 10:23fF



God’s People Respond with a Hymn of Faith:

Hark the Herald Angels Sing

“Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.”  Luke 2:8

Charles Wesley 1739, alt
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\ 1. Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing, “Glo - rty to the new - bom King;
2. Christ, by high - est heavn a - dored; Christ, the ev - er - last - Ing Lord,
| 3. Come, De - sire of na - tions,  come, Fix in us Thy  hum - ble home;
| 4. Ad - am’s like - ness, Lord, ef - face, Stamp Thine m - age in its place:
5. Hail the heav’n - bom  Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Right - eous - ness!
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Late n time, be - hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir - gin’s womb,
Rise, the wom - an's con - qu'ring Seed, Bruise in us the ser - pent’s head.
Sec - ond Ad - an from a -  bove, Re - in - state us in Thy love.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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God receives our tithes and gifts as a Tribute Offering [read in unison]

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in
this,” Says the Lord of hosts, ""If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you
such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it. '"And I will rebuke the devourer for
your sakes, So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit
for you in the field," Says the Lord of hosts; '"And all nations will call you blessed, For you will be a
delightful land," Says the Lord of hosts.” Malachi 3:10-12

The Collection of our tithes and offerings
The singing of Psalm 134 & the Doxology

The Collection of our tithes & offerings and the singing of the Doxology

[First three verses based on Psalm 134, with credit to Anglo-Genevan Psalter & Jamie Soles]

1: Come bless the Lord with one accord, 2: Lift up your hands in prayer draw nigh
You faithful servants of the Lord Unto His sanctuary high
Who in His house do stand by night O bless the Lord, kneel at His feet
And praise Him there with all your might  And worship Him with reverence meet

3: The Lord now bless you from above 4: Praise God from Whom all blessings flow,
From Zion in His boundless love Praise Him all creatures here below.
Our God, who heaven and earth did frame Praise Him above ye heavenly host,
Blest be His great and holy Name Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

The Great Prayer, concluding with the Lord’s Prayer

“Jehovah has heard my supplication; Jehovah will receive my prayer.” Psalm 6:9

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come.

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one,

For thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever: AMEN [Matthew 6:9-13]

»
» - ()]
Communion: Where Gad Communes With Fis Peaple
“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?” 1 Corinthians 10:16

Preparation for Communion:

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord has prepared His table for all who love and trust
Him for their salvation. All those who have repented of their sins, have been baptized and are in
good standing in Christ’s Church are welcome at this table. For the promise is to you and to your
children, and to all who are afar off, as many as our Lord our God will call.
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Apostles' Creed

Music by Amber Fisher
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THE LORD COMMUNES WITH US AT HIS TABLE (Peace Offering, Gift of Life)
A word of encouragement -- Giving of Thanks -- Breaking of the bread

God’s People Sing a hymn of thanks and celebration:

(Sung as a representative of each family comes forward to receive their bread and wine)

Silent Night

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!

Feasting At The Lord’s Table: A simple act of obedience on the 1* day of a new Week
Partaking of the bread together -- Giving Thanks -- Partaking of the wine

“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.” | Corinthians 11:26
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Canmuoownmg, The LORD Blesses and Sends Forth His People

“But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sins.” So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, saying: "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel,” which is translated, "God with us."” [Matthew 2:20-23]

Our Final Responsive Reading: Psalm 98
1 Oh, sing to Jehovah a new song!

For He has done marvelous things; His right hand and His holy arm have
gained Him the victory.

2 Jehovah has made known His salvation,

His righteousness He has revealed in the sight of the nations.
3 He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of Israel;
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
4 Shout joyfully to Jehovah, all the earth;,

Break forth in song, rejoice, and sing praises.

5 Sing to Jehovah with the harp,

With the harp and the sound of a psalm,

6 With trumpets and the sound of a horn;

Shout joyfully before Jehovah, the King.

7 Let the sea roar, and all its fullness,

The world and those who dwell in it;

8 Let the rivers clap their hands,

Let the hills be joyful together before Jehovah,

9 For He is coming to judge the earth.

With righteousness He shall judge the world., And the peoples with equity.
11



God’s people prepare to be sent forth to serve our Risen & Reigning Savior

The Singing of Joy to the World
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God Blesses His People — The Benediction:

[congregation standing]

Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them,
and he came down from offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. Leviticus 9:22

“Sing, O heavens! Be joyful, O earth! And break out in singing, O mountains!
For Jehovah has comforted His people, and will have mercy on His afflicted.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.”

Isaiah 49:13; I Thessalonians 5:28

God’s People Depart to Serve the Risen & Reigning Savior by Singing:

Simeon’s Prayer & the Gloria Patri
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Church of the T

www.COTKS.org (916) 752-7911

We gather at 10:30 AM each Sunday for a brief time of singing instruction.
Worship begins promptly at 11 AM. — Weekly pulpit supply ~ Pastor John Stoos.

Prayer Requests |

e For Doug Spence, as he is preparing for a pacemaker, ‘
that the angiogram dye would not damage his kidneys, |
all procedures would go smoothly, the doctors would
have wisdom, and Doug and Judy would fully trust in

| God's good providence.

e For Jason and Erin Farley as they await the birth of
| their son, that the delivery would go well, their son
| would be far enough along in lung development, and
that recovery would be quick for mother and baby.

For the families and friends of Deaun Brockmyre
(mother of 8) and Theresa Bullen (mother of 9), who

‘ were killed in an auto accident eleven days ago. These
families are members of St. Peter Presbyterian Church
in Virginia. Pray for comfort, peace and a thorough

‘ trust in God's providence in the midst of grief.

|

|

|

e For all those who are ill with, or recovering from, the flu,
that they would be quickly restored to full strength and
health.

| o That we would be faithful in presenting the Good News
of the Gospel to those who need to hear it.

e For our expectant mothers, Liz Pettyjohn, Vanessa
Dybevik, and Valerie Pettyjohn, that they be blessed
with good health and strong babies, and that Liz may
be freed from her migraines and not go into preterm
labor.

For Erin Farley and her unborn son, that labor would
not commence for as long as possible so the baby can |
more fully develop.

e For Pastor Ralph Smith and his wife, Sylvia, as they
labor to spread the Gospel in Japan, also for God's ‘
comfort and guidance for the Witmer family as they
mourn the death of Tim (husband and father), for their
upcoming Christmas evangelistic outreach, and for
Sylvia's safe return from the United States after visiting
family.

e For Foothill Christian Fellowship in Meadow Vista and
Pastor Olender, that our Lord would be glorified through
the faithful preaching of God's precious Word.

e For our elders and deacons, as they lead and minister
to our congregation, that our Lord would grant them
strength, wisdom and encouragement.

Our church Fellowship Dinner
Jollows today’s worship service.

We welcome all to be our guests & to sing|
as we ask the Lord’s blessing: '

Be present at our table Lord,

Be here and everywhere adored.

These mercies bless and grant that we,
| May feast in Paradise with Thee.

We thank Thee Lord for this our food, |
For life and health and every good.

By Thine own hand may we be fed, |
Give us each day our daily bread.

|
|
|
|
Weekly Meetings: |

Men’s Fellowship Breakfasts: |
~ Grass Valley at 7:00am on Tuesday
reading Respectable Sins

the Pancake Circus reading Augustine’s City

of God

| Ladies’ Bible Studies
| ~ Grass Valley group meets on Thursday.
Contact Rita for further information.

| ~ Sacramento group meets 1:30pm on Friday.
Please contact Linda Stoos for further
information.

|
‘ ~ Sacramento at 6:30am on Wednesday at
|

| Family Bible Studies

| ~ Sacramento at 7:00pm on Wednesdays at
the Johnson home studying Judges followed
by Psalm singing.

~ Grass Valley families gather on Friday.
Contact Mark Echols for details.

Birthdays and Anniversary:
Hannah Baker ~ December 15th

Arden Johnson ~ December 17th
Darin & Judy Ludium ~ December 14th




