


























THE LORD COMMUNES WITH US AT HIS TABLE (Peace Offering, Gift of Life)
A word of encouragement - Giving of Thanks -- Breaking of the bread

God’s People Sing a hymn of thanks and celebration:

{Sung as a representative of each family comes forward to receive their bread and wine)

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
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sa - cred blood for wine, Gives His bod - y for the feast—
an - gél sheathes the sword; Is - rael’s hosts tri-um-phant go
Yic - tim, pas - chal bread; With sin - cer - i-ty and love
. e J o o
P =) — = ! = 7]
B —F = He j
1 I = M y
o)
P17 ] i 1§ |
hr Y ] Il I\ y T | I — I8
I 1] = I 1 =l 1 1 18
* T F P rs
Flow - ing from His pierc - ed side. Al-le - lu - ijal
Christ the vic - tim, Christ the priest Al-le - u - ia!
Through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-le - lu - ial
Eat we man - na from a-bove. Al-le - lu - ia!
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S Mighty Victim from the sky, 7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; This alone can sin destroy;
You have conquered in the fight, From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
You have brought us life and light. Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
6 Now no more can death appall, A 8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Now no more the grave enthrall; Savior, by whose death we live,
You have opened paradise, Spirit, guide through all cur days:
And Your saints in You shall rise. Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluial Alleluia!

Feasting At The Lord’s Table: A simple act of obedience on the 1* day of a new Week
Partaking of the bread together -~ Giving Thanks ~- Partaking of the wine

“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.” I Corinthians 11:26
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Commissioning: Whewe Ged Sends Cut Ftis Pecple

Responsive Reading of Romans 13  [congregation standing]

1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities.

For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are
appointed by God.

2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on
themselves.

3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid
of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same.

4 For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for
he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil.

5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath
but also for conscience' sake.

¢ For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God's ministers attending continually to this very thing.

7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due,
customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.

8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.

9 For the commandments, '"You shall not commit adultery," "You shall not murder,"
"You shall not steal,” "You shall not bear false witness," '"You shall not covet," and-if
there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, '""You
shall love your neighbor as yourself."

10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep;
for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.

12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the
armor of light.

13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness,
not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. ”
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God’s people go forth with the Singing

“Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm!” Psalm 147:5, 6

A Mlghty Fortress is Our God
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God Blesses His People — The Benediction: [congregation standing]

Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them, N
and he came down from offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. Leviticus 9:22

“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.”  Romans 15:13& Revelation 22:21

God’s People Depart to Serve the Risen & Reigning Savior by Singing:
Simeon’s Prayer & the Gloria Patri
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We gather at 10:30 AM each Sunday for a brief time of singing instruction.
Worship begins promptly at 11 aM. — Weekly pulpit supply ~ Pastor John Stoos.

Prayer Requests

For Amber Fisher as she undergoes
reconstructive jaw surgery on Thursday,
that she would heal quickly and have
minimal pain and swelling.

For Tim Snipes’ mother, Beverly, and the
results of her thyroidectomy, that she
recover quickly and for her doctors as they
determine her prognosis, that they be given
wisdom and skill. Pray also that Beverly
finds strength and comfort from our Lord.

For Ravil and Julia Kunakayev, whose 1
year-old daughter went to be with the Lord
this past week, that our Lord would give
them comfort and peace as they grieve over
this loss.

For our unsaved family members, that we
would be steadfast in praying for, and
witnessing to, them; and that God would
have mercy on their souls.

For the Avanto family as decisions are
made regarding their move to Southern
California.

For our expectant mothers, Corin Geib and
Leah Vogt, that they be blessed with good
health and strong babies.

For Christ Covenant Church in Menlo Park,
that our Lord would bless that new congre-
gation, and strengthen and uphold those
who will be preaching each Sunday.

For Pastor Ralph Smith and the CREC in
Japan, that our Lord would bless the saints
in that country as they endeavor to spread
the good news of Jesus Christ.

For Cool Lutheran Mission and Kurt
Degner, that our Lord would bless this
congregation through the faithful preaching
of God's Word.

For our elders and deacons, that they
would have strength, wisdom, and discern-
ment as they carry out their duties.

Our church Fellowship Dinner follows
today’s worship service.

All are welcome to join us as our guests &
to sing as we ask the Lord’s blessing:

Be present at our table Lord,

Be here and everywhere adored.
These mercies bless and grant that we,
May feast in Paradise with Thee.

We thank Thee Lord for this our food,
For life and health and every good.
By Thine own hand may we be fed,
Give us each day our daily bread.

Weekly Meetings:

Our men’s fellowship breakfasts meet
at 7:00 AM on Tuesdays in Grass Valley
reading Biblical Economics by R.C. Sproul
Jr. and 6:30 AM at the Pancake Circus on
Wednesday in Sacramento reading
Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian
Religion.

Our ladies’ Bible study meets every
Friday in Sacramento at 1:00. Please
contact Linda Stoos for information.

Our foothill ladies' Bible study meets
every Thursday at 1 p.m. at the Echols'
home in Grass Valley. Please contact
Rita for further information.

Our valley Family Bible Study meets
on Thursdays at 7:00pm at the Johnson
home studying Revelation followed by
some Psalm singing.

Birthdays:
Malachi Ludlum ~ January 30th
Dale Pettyjohn ~ January 30th




Scripture Reading:

Jeremiah 29:1 “Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the
remainder of the elders who were carried away captive--to the priests, the prophets, and all the people whom
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 (This happened afier Jeconiah the king,
the queen mother, the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, the crafismen, and the smiths had departed
from Jerusalem.) 3 The letter was sent by the hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah,
whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent to Babylon, to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, saying, 4 Thus says Jehovah of
hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were carried away captive, whom I have caused to be carried away from
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit. 6 Take wives and beget
sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may bear sons
and daughters--that you may be increased there, and not diminished. 7 And seek the peace of the city where I have
caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to Jehovah for it; for in its peace you will have peace. 8 For thus
says Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are in your midst deceive
you, nor listen to your dreams which you cause to be dreamed. 9 For they prophesy falsely to you in My name; 1
have not sent them, says Jehovah. 10 For thus says Jehovah: Afier seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will
visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place. 11 For I know the thoughts
that I think toward you, says Jehovah, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

"Seeking the Peace of the City"

Sermon given by Pastor John E. Stoos at Church of the King on November 2, 2008

We have a presidential election coming on Tuesday and our nation faces many serious challenges, having
abandoned the God of the Bible, being involved in serious foreign entanglements & a potential world-wide
economic collapse... With that in mind, I thought it would be good to bring a pastoral sermon aimed at comforting
and guiding God’s people from God’s Word in these trying times. My desire is for this to be a comforting message,
but in doing so I must first:

» Make us quite depressed as we honestly consider the state of our affairs!

» Next [ want to look carefully at a principle that God has given in both the Old and New Testaments that
God’s people are to practice, even in troubled times: Seeking peace in the city!

> Finally I want to call us to simple obedience in the midst of these troubled times so we might truly be a
people who seek the peace of the city AND are anxious for nothing!

In thinking about how to describe our state of affairs in the United States today, 1 did not have to go much further
than the front page of the Sacramento Bee on Friday... As we pointed out some months ago, there is a major battle
raging over marriage with Proposition 8 on the ballot Tuesday: I challenged us as Christians to be ready & willing
to engage this battle Biblically and the latest Field Poll certainly confirmed the need for this. Field asked in one
question if voters agreed with this statement: “The institution of traditional marriage between a man and a woman
is one of the cornerstones of our country’s Jeudeo-Christian heritage.” 65% agreed and only 30% disagreed. Seems
like pretty good news, but then Field asked these same voters if they agreed with this statement: “By eliminating
the right of gay and lesbian couples to marry, Prop 8 denies one class of citizens the right to enjoy the dignity and
responsibility of marriage.” 61% of these same voters said they ALSO agree with that statement!

So the government schools have done there jobs well:

» A third of the electorate rejects our Christian heritage outright!
» Another third can support conflicting statements with a straight face!

Then there was the radio host who interviewed supporters of Senator Obama in New York City... However, he
reversed the policy positions of the candidates, asking them whether they support Obama because of his strong
ProLife views or the fact that he wanted to win the war in Iraq. Most said winning in Iraq and they were not even
bothered when also told that Senator Obama had chosen Sarah Palin to be his vice president--

» I heard this myself, and the only rational reaction is to say, “and we let these people vole??7™



I bring up these frustrating things because they illustrate the need for a pastoral sermon. We have long discussions
of such things on our porch on many Sunday nights at our home & we sometimes talk of such things over our
Sunday meals, and then there is everything you can find on the Internet: It can be overwhelming at times!

» Our nation may well elect our first outright socialist on Tuesday: This should cause us great concern.

» We may be saved from this by electing a ticket that could bring our first woman president in just a few
short years!

The later would fulfill the warning from the Prophet Isaiah where he says, “11 Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill
with him, For the reward of his hands shall be given him. 12 As for My people, children are their oppressors, And
women rule over them.” Isaiah 3:11-12

And this only touches the political stuff that can get us depressed...
-- On the economic front, we have built an entire system that violates God’s principles of sound money!

-- Fractional reserve banking and the printing of fiat money have created a world-wide house of cards that could
tumble down at any time. Whether we have a terrorist attack like 9-11 or a stock market crash that should be a
wake-up call: All that our elected officials can now tell us to do is to “go shopping” because 2/3rds of our economy
is made up of consumer spending. Anyone who suggests a return to sound money or that we should work hard and
consume less than we make is ridiculed as a caveman who does not understand modern economic theories.

» The economic rules that count have not changed since creation and there will be serious consequences to
violating them at the end of the day!

And if all of that is not enough, we as Americans have the blood of over 40 million unborn children crying out from
the ground to God for justice.

The Spirit pulled no punches in II Kings when He explained why the nation of Israel was sent into captivity...

“3 Surely at the commandment of the Lord this came upon Judah, to remove them from His sight because of the
sins of Manasseh, according to all that he had done, 4 and also because of the innocent blood that he had shed; for
he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, which the Lord would not pardon.” Israel was God’s chosen nation
that had been greatly blessed under the reigns of Kings David and Solomon. Much as we have seen today in our
nation, they soon forgot God, violating His Sabbaths, turning to idolatry and shedding much innocent blood seeking
peace and affluence.

Proverbs six speaks of the seven things God hates and I have included a chiastic outline of these at the end of the
sermon for further study this week over your family dinner tables!

» Judgment must come at the center in order to frustrate the wicked plans of men!

» The exile of God’s people to Babylon for 70 years was just such a judgment...

» As we have just read, the exile to Babylon was a result of God’s people shedding innocent blood.
>

Its duration of seventy years amounted to one year for every Sabbath year of rest the land was denied
during the 490 years the people had been in the land of milk and honey

» And this exile finally cured the people of Israel of the sin of idolatry which we do not see after their return.

So, what were God’s faithful people to do in the midst of such a judgment? Well, as you might suspect, they were
not to be anxious! They were not to be depressed! They were not to throw up their hands in despair and think that
the end must be near!

In fact God had some very specific instructions for His faithful people and we saw them in the reading from
Jeremiah this morning: But before we review them, I want to make sure we have a good picture in our minds of
what has happened... The nation of Israel was not what it once was, but if you study the books of Kings &
Chronicles you see they did not notice this much: They still had lots of religious ceremonies, which the Prophet
Isaiah condemns right away in chapter one! They were still winning wars and defeating enemies. There was an
long civil war between the northern and southern Kingdoms, but both sides were convinced they were right. The
northern Kingdom was swept away, but even that did not stop the pride of the south as they continued in their
idolatry which included sacrificing God’s little children on the overheated hands of Moloch!



This is when and why the Prophet Habakkuk cried out to God, “O Jehoavh, how long shall I cry, And You will not
hear? Even cry out to You, "Violence!" And You will not save. 3 Why do You show me iniquity, And cause me to
see trouble? For plundering and violence are before me; There is strife, and contention arises. 4 Therefore the law is
powerless, And justice never goes forth.” This could certainly describe America!

But God gives the Prophet an answer that he did not expect: “5 "Look among the nations and watch-- Be utterly
astounded! For I will work a work in your days Which you would not believe, though it were told you. 6 For indeed
[ am raising up the Chaldeans [the Babylonians], A bitter and hasty nation Which marches through the breadth of
the earth, To possess dwelling places that are not theirs. 7 They are terrible and dreadful; Their judgment and their
dignity proceed from themselves. 8 Their horses also are swifter than leopards, And more fierce than evening
wolves. Their chargers charge ahead; Their cavalry comes from afar; They fly as the eagle that hastens to eat.

9 "They all come for violence; Their faces are set like the east wind. They gather captives like sand. 10 They scoff
at kings, And princes are scorned by them.” The prophet’s response is almost humorous, as he basically tells God,
‘Hey I know we are in pretty bad shape but the Babylonians are REAL bad, so bad that you cannot even look at
them!” As 1 used to tell my kids, God’s answer to the wickedness of America could well be an invasion by the Red
Chinese!

God goes on to explain more fully what is about to happen and then Habakkuk breaks out in prayer, “ O Jehovah, I
have heard your speech and was afraid; O Jehovah, revive Your work in the midst of the years! In the midst of the
years make it known; in wrath remember mercy.” The prophet reflects on how bad things can be for God’s people
and then concludes by saying: “8 Yet 1 will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salvation. Jehovah God
is my strength; He will make my feet like deer's feet, And He will make me walk on my high hills.”

From the reading in Jeremiah this morning, we learn what it means for God to be ‘the strength’ for His faithful
people and for Him to ‘make them walk on high hills.’

> This was not just a spiritual concept to make us ‘feel’ better in the midst of trials
» Nor is it thinking of some future blessing that God would bring

Let’s take a closer look at what Jeremiah said to see that God expects us to walk in His faithful ways no matter
where we find ourselves in God’s plan...Jeremiah 29:4 “Thus says Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who
were carried away captive, whom | have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem to Babylon:”

» These instructions are delivered to those who will be captives in that nation Habakkuk said was to evil for
God to even look at!

5 “Build houses and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit.”

» God’s people are not supposed to sit around sulking and they are not to take short-cuts: They are going to
be there for 70 years... So they need houses and gardens!

6 “Take wives and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands,
so that they may bear sons and daughters--that you may be increased there, and not diminished.”

» They are to marry in the Lord and bear Him children. These children are to marry and bear more children
unto the Lord, so they may be increased and NOT diminished!

7 “And seek the peace of the city where I have caused vou to be carried away captive, and pray to Jehovah for it:
for in its peace you will have peace.”

Here is the great test of whether we are viewing all that is happening in our nation from God’s perspective or from
our flesh’s perspective! God had great plans for His people: All of their sins were NOT going to frustrate His great
plan of salvation. God was also going to use His people to be a blessing even to their captivesWe don’t have time
to review all the details but just think of the impact of Daniel on King Nebuchadnezzar and the even more stunning
accounts that we find in the Book of Ester. Perhaps one of those Christian home-schooled children that are
persecuted under the new socialist “change” will be used by God to convert Senator Obama!

These instructions from God are very simple and very basic: We are to build Christian homes and have lots of
Christian kids and we can do this EVEN if we are living in the midst of Babylon!

> God also does NOT want us listening to the skeptics who say there is a better way...



8 “For thus says Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are in your
midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams which you cause to be dreamed. 9 For they prophesy falsely to you in
My name; [ have not sent them, says Jehovah.”

» God says to listen to HIM and not those who think God’s ways are foolish: God has a plan and He is going
to see that plan through to completion!

10 “For thus says Jehovah: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good
word toward you, and cause you to return to this place. 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says
Jehovah, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Considering one of our favorite
sayings in this light you might say that WE should focus on doing the dishes and let God worry about saving the
world!

» I mentioned that this concept of seeking the peace of the city was found in both the Old and New
Testaments

We can see the best example if we look at how Paul instructs Timothy to have men pray in I Timothy chapter two:
“1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men,
2 for kings and all who are in authority,...”

> Note this does not say to pray for only good kings & leaders... We are to pray for whatever leaders God
has us under at the time! And God has us pray for a very specific purpose...

“that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

> Just as God knew that His people would return and restore Jerusalem so that the Messiah could come as
promised, so God knows whose names are written in the book of life and He will work out His plan of
salvation until they have all come in! Paul goes on to remind Timothy of this Gospel and then says,

8 “I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting;

» We are to pray for the peace of the city so that the Gospel can go forward, even if that city if Babylon!
We are to do so with lifted hands that are not wrathful, looking for personal vengeance, or doubting,
wondering if God really knows what He is doing! Paul then adds something that might seem a little strange
if we don’t think about the principles we have learned from Jeremiah...

9 “in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not
with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with
good works.”

» Our commands have not changed: We are to build houses, plant gardens, marry and have children! Paul is
reminding Timothy that Christian women are NOT to take part in the ‘fashion’ of Babylon... We as
Christians are not there to assimilate into the culture of the world’s city, but rather to bring peace to the city
and evangelize the lost, bringing forth the new city... the Heavenly Jerusalem!

Most of you know me well enough to know that [ am not saying that the results of elections are not important or
that we do not have a role to play at the gates of the city. What I am saying here this morning is that we must
NEVER allow the ‘bad news of the day’ to divert our attention away from the tasks that God has given His people.

In some ways we have just skipped ahead to the end of our study of Luke and Acts: There we find Paul practicing
this contentment, bringing of peace at the very heart of the Roman empire: Acts 28: 30 “Then Paul dwelt two
whole years in his own rented house, and received all who came to him, 31 preaching the kingdom of God and
teaching the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him.”

Lest you think I am being too simplistic when we consider all the modern challenges that we face, ponder how the
people of Israel who had just been taken captive and hauled off to Babylon must have thought when Jeremiah gave
them God’s simple plan...

» Build houses and plant gardens
» Marry and have children who will then have children

They would think: How effective can these actions be against the mighty Babylonian Empire?



By God’s grace, many faithful Saints followed these simple commands and a strengthened and increased group of
them returned to restore Jerusalem and the Temple 70 years later, preparing for the coming of Messiah!

> In the coming weeks and through the Advent season we will celebrate our Savior’s coming
» As we do we should remember these faithful people who made it possible as part of God’s plan!

It will encourage us to do likewise, no matter what the outcome of Tuesday’s election might be!

A chiastic outline of the seven things that God hates

“4 worthless person, a wicked man, walks with a perverse mouth; He winks with his eyes, He shuffles his feel, He
points with his fingers; Perversity is in his heart, He devises evil continually, He sows discord. Therefore his
calamity shall come suddenly; Suddenly he shall be broken without remedy. These six things the Lord hates,

Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that
devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running fto evil, A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows
discord among brethren. My son, keep your father's command, And do not forsake the law of your mother. Bind
them continually upon your heart; Tie them around your neck.” Proverbs 6:12-21

A: Proud look: -- Lack of rest or contentment
B: Lying Tongue -- Me-centered or idolatry
C: Hands that shed blood -- Shedding innocent blood
D: Wicked Plans Requires God’s Judgment
C: Running to evil -- Shedding innocent blood
B: False Witness -- Me-centered or Idolatry
A: Sowing discord: -- Lack of rest or contentment

Seventy years of judgment exile was brought on the nation of Israel by the shedding of innocent blood, the sins of Manasseh;
by idolatry denounced by all the prophets; and by violations God’s Sabbath laws including the requirement for the land to rest
every seven years. Hence the exile was 70 years long, one year for each Sabbath missed over the 490 years in the land.

What did God require of His faithful people during this judgment?

Build houses and dwell in them -- Be content, not proud
Plant gardens and eat their fruit -- Rest in the Lord, not idols
Take wives and beget sons & daughters -- Be fruitful, not destructive

in summary: Seek the peace of the city [even Babylon!]

Hence we better understand Paul’s exhortation for pray to Timothy: Seek Peace!

“Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings
and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For
there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time, for which 1 was appointed a preacher and an apostle-—1 am speaking the truth in Christ and not lying--a
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifiing up holy hands, without wrath
and doubting; in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not
with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.”
[ Timothy 2:1-10



FEATURE ARTICLE

Calling Down God’s Judgment

John Stoos

Then He [Jesus] spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart. (Luke 18:1 NKJV)

s Jesus comes near

he end of His final
journey to Jerusalem, '
Luke tells us that the
Pharisees asked when
“88  His Kingdom would

come (Luke 17:20).

Jesus answers, saying the Kingdom

comes from within as God exchanges
hearts of stone with hearts of flesh. Jesus !
then gives His disciples three impor- '
tant lessons. He shows them that His
coming in judgment of Jerusalem and
the old creation will be like lightning
fashing across the sky, reminding theni
of the importance of staying focused on
Jesus and His Kingdom. Jesus uses the
account of the Pharisee and publican to
teach them to remain humble so they
would not grow proud as they serve in
His Kingdom. Sandwiched in between
is His reminder to pray always and not
lose heart; He uses the story of the per-
sistent widow to make His point.

Every faithful Christian agrees that
we must be persistent in our prayers,
doing the best we can to heed Paul’s
command to pray without ceasing.

When Paul instructs the Ephesians
to be fully armed for battle, he con-
cludes, “And take the helmert of salva-
tion, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God; praying always with
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
being watchful to this end with all
perseverance and supplication for all the
saints” (Eph. 6:17-18 NKJV).

The pressing question for today
is whether Christians are using all of
the tools that God has given us in our
prayer armory.

Obviously we have the model prayer -
. Afghanistan was invaded by the Soviet

our Lord taught us to pray, and many

. great examples of prayers lifred up by
. various saints that have been recorded
. for us in the Scriptures: the great prayer
. of Daniel in chapter nine of his proph-

Many Christians rightly see the

- Book of Psalms as not only the church’s
hymnbook and a source of wisdom,

- but also as a means of praying God’s

- thoughts after Him.

¢« Iris here in the Psalms that we often :

God’s enemies will be defeated. All of
God’s enemies will be defeated with
death being the last (see 1 Cor. 15:12—

- modern ears. They are commonly called
: 28 and Rev. 20:7-153).

© come to some verses and even entire
. Psalms that seem very strange to our

. the imprecatory Psalms because they in-
' clude imprecations. The Websters 1828
. Dictionary says that imprecatory means,
. “Containing a prayer for evil to befall a
. person.” Even our modern dictionaries

That does not seem very Christian

- about these imprecations and impreca-

. tory Psalms works hard to soften them,
excuse them, or encourage the saints to
 ignore them altogether. I would contend
- that, with the bartles we face today, they
should be front and center in many of

- our prayers and used often in our wor-

. ship services.

: Christians choosing not to use these
. prayers would be tantamount to the

. Afghan people having said no thanks to

¢ our Stinger missiles, which they used to

take down the Russian helicoprers after

. Union!

Why Pray for Judgment?

Why are imprecations included in

 eqy, or the prayer of the Apostle Paul for the Bible’s hymnbook? Why did Jesus

the saints at Ephesus in the first chapeer
- of Ephesians.

- talk about the woes and curses that were
. coming upon the nation of Isracl? Why
did the Apostle Paul pronounce anath-

- emas on those who dared to add human
- works to God’s gracious salvation by

faith?

The simple answer is that God

. has enemies, and the Bible is clear that

God’s enemies are our enemies, and

we join with God in wanting them to be
- defeated, hence these calls for God to be
victorious, calls for God to bring down

- say that to imprecate is “to invoke or call | judgment on His enemies.

- down (evil or curses), as upon a person.” ,
' . on calls for God’s judgment, such as

- Psalms 7, 35, 55, 69, 79, 83, 109, and

: to our more modern thinking, and most
- Christians are not sure what to do with
. them. Much of what has been written

There are entire Psalms that focus

- 137. There are other calls for God’s

. judgment in the midst of many other

. Psalms, and we must remember that
when we cry for God’s victory, it is by

. implication a cry for the defeat of His

. enemies. There are also many instruc-

. tions about our attitude when praying

. such prayers. Consider Psalm 76, where
- David sees the end of the wicked when
he enters God’s temple. This psalm re-

minds us that we must be patient in our

prayers, something Jesus was reminding
© His disciples as He gave those lessons
- about the coming of His Kingdom.
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Certainly we should not focus on
these types of prayers exclusively. The
balance that we see in the Psalms them-

selves can serve as our guide. The Psalms .
. band of new believers surrounded by the -
- - carlier prayers. This can be seen in Rev-
elation after the fifth seal was opened
- and John says that he “saw under the
- altar the souls of those who had been
 slain for the word of God and for the
. testimony which they held. And they
cried with a loud voice, saying, ‘How

also remind us that we must be careful
to approach these calls for God to bring
judgment with a Biblical atiitude, as we
shall see shortly in Psalm 139.

In praying for God’s judgment,
we are seeking His justice and not our
justice, and we are certainly not seeking
personal vengeance or advantage. The
Apostle Paul declares in Romans that
God is both the just and the justifier
of those who trust in Jesus for their
salvation. Jesus took the punishment
for the sins of His people so that the
just judgment of God was carried out.
A sinner’s punishment will either be
borne by the sinner himself through an
eternity of hell, or it was borne by Jesus.
on the cross. This means that from otir
perspective, God’s judgment can result
in the destruction of the sinner or the
salvation of the sinner if His wrath was
propitiated by Jesus Christ at the cross.

To help us understand how we are
to pray in this regard, we can look to
the example of the church. The saints
prayed often after Pentecost with many
examples in the Book of Acts. In Acts 4,
the saints boldly pray after the religious
leaders had forbidden them to preach
the name of Jesus. In verse 24 we are
told, “[TThey raised their voice to God
with one accord and said: ‘Lord, You are
God, who made heaven and earth and
the sea, and all that is in them.”” They
turn to the God of heaven and earth
proclaiming, “[W]ho by the mouth of
Your servant David have said: “Why did
the nations rage, and the people plot
vain things? The kings of the earth took
their stand, and the rulers were gathered
together against the LORD and against
His Christ” (vv. 25-26 NKJV).

Psalm 2 goes on to explain that

. God has given His Son the nations and
. that Jesus will “break them with a rod

of iron” and “dash them to pieces like

religious leaders of Israel in the midst
of the powerful Roman Empire claim-
. ing the promises of God that He would

* defear His enemies.

still gathered to pray, but the city of

. Jerusalem had been destroyed and the

- empire of Rome had collapsed: the God
- of heaven and earth had used the Word
- of God, His rod of iron, to dash them

- to pieces!

. that God would come and judge His
. enemies, and we can see how God an-
- swered those prayers!
’ ' prayers today. Not for personal ven-
. geance or gain, but so that the God of
© heaven and earth might be glorified as
- He answers such prayers and advances

His Kingdom.

' of the church. One was Saul of Tarsus,
a Pharisee who “held the coats” of those
- who stoned Stephen and then launched
- avicious persecution of God’s young
church. Luke tells us that, “As for Saul,
- he made havoc of the church, entering
every house, and dragging off men and
. women, committing them to prison”

(Acts 8:3 NKJV),

Agrippa, the son of that Herod who

. had mocked Jesus and grew bold in
 his persecution of the church. Acts 12

' begins by telling us that Herod Agrippa
“stretched out his hand to harass some

. from the church. Then he killed James

' the brother of John with the sword. And

. because he saw that it pleased the Jews,  the Lord struck him, because he did not

a potter’s vessel.” Here we have a small

Just a few centuries later the saints

These early saints were praying

Oh, how we need such bold

Great Enemies
of the Young Church

Luke tells us of two great enemies

The other enemy is King Herod

: he proceeded further to seize Peter also.”

Two vicious enemies of the church,

and as such, it was proper for these
| praying saints to call for God to judge

them as they had appealed to Psalm 2 in

long, O Lord, holy and true, until You
- judge and avenge our blood on those

who dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6:9-10
- NKJV).

The saints gathered after James had

. been killed and Peter was arrested to

. await the same fate. The saints prayed
for Peter, and they would have also

. prayed for the destruction of their

. enemies. Not a prayer for personal ven-
geance, but a prayer that God’s enemies
. might be defeated so that God’s King-

- dom could advance. Perhaps someone
read from Psalm 55 where it says, “Let
. death take my enemies by surprise;

. let them go down alive to the grave”
(NIV). These saints would have been

- bold enough to claim such a promise

from God’s Word, asking Him to bring

- judgment on His enemies like Saul of
- Tarsus and King Herod.

God was pleased to answer their

| prayers: not just with the release of
Peter, but also in dealing with their
enemies, who were, of course, God’s
enemies.

We can certainly see this prayer

answered in the case of King Herod

- Agrippa, for later in Acts 12 we read:

* “So on a ser day Herod, arrayed in royal
- apparel, sat on his throne and gave an

. oration to them. And the people kept

- shouting, “The voice of a god and not of

a man!’ Then immediately an angel of

24
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give glory to God. And he was eaten by
worms and died” (vv. 21-23 NKJV).

We see God’s enemy defeated and
His Kingdom advanced because Luke
quickly adds in verse 24, “But the word
of God grew and multiplied.” The God
of heaven and earth answers the prayers
of His righteous people and His King-
dom advances.

Then we come to Saul of Tarsus,
where we see this prayer for the death
of their enemy answered in a much
different way: Saul was struck blind on
the road to Damascus and dramarically

converted. I am sure the saints were just
as surprised by the way God dramartical-

ly answered this prayer as they were to
hear Peter knocking at the door during
the prayer meeting being held to pray
for his release from prison.

The blind Saul was then led to Da-

mascus, and there God tested the faith ™~

of one of his saints. We see a little of
God’s humor as he asks Ananias to visit
Saul of Tarsus after he was converted
and brought to Damascus. Ananias has
one of those “Are you sure, Lord?” mo-
ments when he responds, “Lord, I have
heard from many about this man, how
much harm he has done to Your saints
in Jerusalem. And here he has authority
from the chief priests to bind all who
call on Your name.” The Lord assures
Ananias it is going to be all right, telling
him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of
Mine to bear My name before Gentiles,
kings, and the children of Israel. For

[ will show him how many things he
must suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts
9:13-16 NKJV).

Saul of Tarsus Defeated
So, Ananias obeys and goes to bap-
tize Saul, whom God had given a new
heart of flesh, whom God appointed
to be His Apostle to the Gentiles, and
whom the Holy Spirit would use to
write rauch of the New Testament!

e Saul of Tarsus had been defeated.

*  Paul the Apostle was born again to

serve the risen and reigning Savior.

God’s thoughts are not our

thoughts, and His plans are not our

. plans. Saul had his plan for the trip

- to Damascus. But listen to how God

- explained His new plans to Saul, this

. great enemy of the church, after he was
- stricken on the road to Damascus:

And He said, “I am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting. But rise and
stand on your feet; for I have ap-
peared to you for this purpose, to
make you a minister and a witness
both of the things which you have
seen and of the things which I will
yet reveal to you. I will deliver you
from the Jewish people, as well

" as from the Gentiles, to whom I
now send you, to open their eyes,
in order to turn them from dark-
ness to light, and from the power
of Satan to God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and an
inheritance among those who are
sanctified by faith in Me” (Acts
26:15-18 NKJV).

The great enemy of the church has

becorme the Apostle to the Gentiles in
- answer to the prayers of God’s saints,
- who asked that God bring down judg-

' ment on His enemies!

This is why we must not ignore

. these imprecatory Psalms. We must be :
- bold and use them to advance the King-
- dom of God, both in our private prayers
- and in our public worship. E

Beware of “Wicked Ways”
We are not to use God’s judgment

for personal vengeance or just to make
ourselves feel better. We must always re-
. member that sober warning in Proverbs
- 24:17-18, “Do not rejoice when your

¢ see it, and it displease Him, and He wurn

away His wrath from him” (NKJV).

Having the proper attitude is not

easy, and we must learn to trust the

. Holy Spirit who uses the Word of God

' to be “a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12 NKJV).
- There is a call for God’s judgment in
Psalm 139 that is often overlooked, but
. the context provides a real lesson regard-
| ing our thoughts and motives.

Psalm 139 is a favorite for many

. Christians. We all love to read and quote
- those verses in Psalm 139 that ralk

. about how we are fearfully and wonder-
. fully made. We are comforted by God’s
. care and attention to His people when

- we read, “How precious also are Your

' thoughts o me, O God! How great

' is the sum of them! If I should count
them, they would be more in number
than the sand; When I awake, I am still
- with You” (Ps. 139:17-18 NKJV).

However, the next verse brings a

sudden shift with a strong call for God’s

judgment:

“Oh, that You would slay the
wicked, O God! Depart from
me, therefore, you bloodthirsty
men. For they speak against You
wickedly; Your enemies take Your
name in vain. Do [ not hate them,
O LORD, who hate You? And
do I not loathe those who rise

up against You? [ hate them with
perfect hatred; 1 count them my
enemies” (Ps. 139:19-22 NKJV;
empbhasis added).

And then we have what appears

 to be another dramatic shift where the
. psalmist goes on to say: “Search me, O
- God, and know my heart; Try me, and
- know my anxieties; and see if there is

. any wicked way in me, and lead me in
the way everlasting” (Ps. 139:23-24

- NKJV).

- enemy falls, and do not let your heart be

. glad when he stumbles; lest the LORD

Continued on page 31
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16. Sce Appendix-3 Tor excerpts from the
devotional writings of Athanasius.

Should Know, 19.

18. Encyclopaedia Britannica; public do-
main selection quoted by Christian Classics
Ethereal Library, www.ccel.org.

19. C. S. Lewis, introduction to St
Athanasius: On the Incarnation New York:
Macmillan Publishing, 1946), xvii, xviii.
20. This creed was probably written eicher
by St. Augustine or Ambrose of Milan and
was named for the champion of che Trinity,
Athanasius.

21. An eatly version of the Nicene Creed
was hammered our at the Council of Nicea,
A.D. 325. Later councils tightened the

wording leading to its present form.

McVicar ... First Owybee cont. from page 22

is telling that he never sought to revise it and
publish it even under his own imprint. ~ ~

23. R. J. Rushdoony to George Huntston
Williams, 12 June 1947.

icz, 22 March 1945.

25. R. J. Rushdoony to Orval Clay, 24
February 1945.

26. Ibid.

27. Rushdoony, “Christian Missions”
(1949), 12.

28. In an interview, Rushdoony said that
he first read Van Til's The New Modernism
in 1944 o5 1945 while traveling back to
Owyhee from a wip to Buffalo, New York.

Rushdoony told the interviewer, “[S]ome

east, where I had been speaking in Buffalo,

New York, 1 stopped in this little town in

Colorado to speak also, at a church, and the
believes in Him should not perish but
. have everlasting life. For God did not
. send His Son into the world to con-
same interview he wied to pinpoint the date: demn the world, but that the world
. through Him might be saved” (John

- 3:16-17 NKJV). The old earth and old
heavens already stood condemned under
the curse of sin: God sent His Son to E
: save that which was lost, and we should

minister there had a copy of Van Til's New
Modernism, which had just been published”
(Larson, Oral History Interview, 43). In the

“Yes, it was 1944 or ... about the end of the
war” (ibid., 41). Since The New Modernism
was not published until 1946, and one of
the surviving letters in his correspondenze
indicates that Rushdoony did not visic Buf-
falo until early 1946, 1 have adopted 1946

. as the year Rushdpony first encountered Van
* Til (see R. ]. Rushdoony to Gilbert Lovell,

© 12 March 1946 for the only existing refer-
17. Galli and Olsen, 131 Christians Fveryone ence [ could ﬁnd to Rushdoony’s Buffalo

© trip). Its possible that Rushdoony first read
- another work by Van Til in 1944 or 1945

. and subsequently confused it with 7he New
\ Modernism, but this is highly unlikely since
- Rushdoony consistently pointed to The New
- Modernism as his introduction to Van Til.
- 29. Larson, Oral History Interview, 33.

- 30. Ibid.

- 31. R. J. Rushdoony to Lorna Logan, 4
April 1946.

- 32.1bid.

. 33. While Rushdoony is here critical of

- dispensarionalism, it would be an error to

- assume he had adopted a postmillenarian

. perspective. At this time Rushdoony was

- making a tansition in eschatology as well as
- theology and was probably still amillennial

. in outlook.

- 34. R.]. Rushdoony to Orval Clay, 24

" February 1945.

24. R. J. Rushdoony to Ernst H. Kantorow- Stoos ... Gods Judgment cont. from page 25

We cannot ignore the enemies of

- God. We must confront them and the
. sin that flows from them, but we must
' remember that the battle belongs to the
Lord. We must ask the Spirit to test our
- hearts continually to make sure that our
motives are godly and that we are pray-
- ing with a proper attitude and perspec-
 tive: God’s perspective. :
We must wage this warfare with His
years later when I was coming back from the weapons @d re.member that Jesus has
- come to bring light to the world: “For
God so loved the world that He gave

His only begotten Son, that whoever

- never be surprised to see the extent of
. His mercy.

As we call down God’s judgments

¢ on those who hate God, we must re-
- member two things:

First and foremost, we must always

. remember that there but for the grace of

God go we ourselves.
Second, we must also say with the

. great hymn writer Isaac Watts that “we

long to see God’s churches FULL.”

As Christians we must be ready and

- willing to call boldly for God’s justice.
- And we must at the same time expect

. the repentance of sinners because Jesus
. came to save those who were lost. m
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